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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 5-7, 10, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hundley et al. 

With respect to claim 1 , Hundley et al disclose a filter element 100 (see FIG. 5) 
including a filter medium 102-105, which extends between two end caps 110, 111 which 
are each connected to one assignable end area of the filter medium which is supported 
at least on one side on a support tube 1 01 , the end caps and end area of the filter 
medium has a contact-making means (e.g., the conductive adhesive mentioned on lines 
9-1 0 of col. 20) and end caps are made dissipative (see lines 8-9 of col. 20), for 
purposes of dissipating the electrostatic charges which occur in particular in filter 
element operation. It is noted that the means language has been construed broadly 
since the means has been substantially structurally defined in the dependent claims. 

Regarding claim 2, Hundley et al disclose the contact-making means as 
consisting of dissipative contact elements (e.g., the particles of particles of conductive 
material disposed throughout the conductive adhesive) which penetrate a cement bed 
(e.g., the non-conductive matrix of the adhesive) which forms a type of insulating layer 
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between the end cap and the end area of the filter medium accommodated by the end 
cap and in this way come into dissipative contact with the filter medium. 

As to claim 3, Hundley et al disclose the dissipative end cap as being formed of 
plastics with a conductivity additive (e.g., the conductive polymer having particles of 
conductive material mixed therein, see lines 8-9 of col. 20). 

Concerning claim 5, Hundley et al disclose the filter medium consists of a pleated 
or cylindrically shaped filter mat with filter plies in several layers on top of each other 
which consist entirely or partially of dissipative plastic materials (see FIGS. 1-2). 

Regarding claim 6, Hundley et al disclose the filter mat as being reinforced at 
least on the outer and/or inner peripheral side with fabric materials 1 1 , 14 of plastic or 
metal. 

As to claim 7, Hundley et al disclose the filter medium in the flow direction as 
being supported on the support tube 101 which is provided with passages and which 
consists preferably of a plastic material (see lines 12-16 of col. 18). 

Regarding claim 1 0, Hundley et al disclose end caps 110, 111 provided to the 
inside and outside with at least one respective projecting annular surface each between 
which the end area of the filter medium can be accommodated (see FIG. 5). 

As to claim 1 1 , Hundley et al the respective end cap 1 31 (see FIG. 7) with the 
contact-making means as having a connecting part for fixing the filter element in a filter 
housing 141 and wherein a sealing means 148, especially in the form of an O-ring 
which is located between the filter housing and the end cap of the filter element, is 
made dissipative (see lines 22-26 of col. 23). 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 8, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hundley et al in view of Quaas et al. 

With respect to claim 4, Hundley et al fail to specify contact pins which with their 
one end penetrate in the cement bed, and in the area of the other free end stand 
vertically upright on the respectively assignable end cap. Quaas et al disclose a contact 
pins 3 with one end that penetrates a cement bed and with a free end and suggests that 
such a means ensures electrical contact between an outer surface of a conductive end 
cap and an end of the filter media. It would have been obvious to have modified the filter 
of Hundley et al so as to have included the conductive pins 3 as suggested by Quass et 
al in order to ensure electrical contact between the conductive end cap and end of the 
filter media. 

As to claim 8, Quaas et al disclose the the contact pins 3 as consisting of a 
conductive metal. 

Regarding claim 9, Quaas et al fail to specify arranging the contact pins 3 in 
concentric circles, however, such a modification would have been obvious in order to 
ensure uniform contact between the end cap and ends of the filter media in a pleated 
filter element. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew O. Savage whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 146. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00am-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 66. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Matthew O Savage/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1797 
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